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A GROUND-breaking internet charity initiative, run
by the Mid Sussex Times, has already raised more than
£1,000 for St Peter and St James Hospice in Wivels-
field.

The Charity Wall, which went online this week, in-
vites local companies to buy advertising space on a
webpage which has direct links to their own website.

The Mid Sussex Times hopes to raise more than
£3,000 for the hospice through the scheme based on
The Million Dollar Homepage, a website that revolu-
tionised global internet advertising and made a million
dollars for its 21-year-old creator, university student
Alex Tew.

Hospice staff were delighted to hear that the Mid
Sussex Times planned to use a similar idea to raise
money for them.

This week, St Peter and St James’ fundraiser Karen
Lambert was told the good news that the scheme was
one third of the way to reaching its target.

She said: “We are not surprised to hear that the
Charity Wall is turning out to be an immediate success
because it is such a great idea and local businesses have
always been wonderfully supportive. We would like to
thank everyone for their support.”

To visit the Charity Wall go through www.midsus-
sextoday.co.uk or visit www.charitywall.co.uk. To ad-
vertise on the page call the Mid Sussex Times sales
team on (01444) 452201 or email paul.ashby@sus-
sexnewspapers.co.uk.

Charity Wall
building funds
for hospice

Stark warning town’s
shopping ‘could implode’
WORK together or the town’s retail
industry will implode was the mes-
sage conveyed at Haywards Heath
retail association’s inaugural meet-
ing this month.

Orchards Centre manager Ian Goodridge and
MB Associates marketing manager Mike Briggs
highlighted a number of areas retailers and cater-
ing business owners could improve on including
better communication and marketing through the
internet and clearer parking sings to help beat the
threat of outside competition.

Mr Goodridge said at the meeting held at The
Priory on October 11: “Basically, the town will
implode if we sit back. It’s a comment that has
been made a few times already. Certainly
Brighton, Crawley and Horsham are streets ahead
of us but we’re going backwards and there’s a
limit as to how long we can do that.”

Mr Briggs added: “If something doesn’t happen
in the next two to three years it may be too late
because business will have gone elsewhere.”

Mr Goodridge stressed that better links and
communication among traders, public groups and
local authorities was crucial and suggested creat-
ing links on the town council’s website to shops
and stores. He said: “The internet is a threat for
anyone. But if there’s more people using the inter-
net we can as a group get support for that and get
individual web pages on the council website or
links to them to combat that threat.”

He also called for better consultation and com-
munication with traders on town events like town

day to help improve the business environment.
Mr Goodridge showed a series of slides show-

ing entry points to the town, a focus for the town
centre master plan, underlining the need for better
signing. He said: “It’s a big bar for me that visi-
tors at entrances to the town are confronted with
lots of signs that are unclear. We need clear indi-
cation for guidance to car parks, a very simple
thing which could potentially have a big impact.”

Town conveniences, currently the responsibility
of local authorities, were another area Mr
Goodridge hoped to reform describing the exist-
ing facilities as “appalling” and a big turn off to
visitors.

Mr Briggs also had advice for the building-site
on the Sussex roundabout, left abandoned since
Botes went into administration in July.

Although an audience member at the meeting
hinted the site was up for auction, Mr Briggs sug-
gested brightening up the outer edges with adver-
tising particularly for Christmas as it was not
known how soon construction would recom-
mence.

About 12 shopkeepers and café owners at-
tended the meeting called by Mr Briggs and Mr
Goodridge, who both work at the Orchards Centre
for property investment specialists F and C Invest-
ments.

Report: Jess Bauldry
jessica.bauldry@sussexnewspapers.co.uk

Orchards manager Ian Goodridge (left) and Mik Briggs who helped set up the retail association

ROUSING music will herald this year’s bumper bonfire
party at Cuckfield Park with a veritable feast of gastro-
nomic delights to keep revellers fed and warmed.

Yet again, a spectacular show of sound and light is
promised by the organising committee of Holy Trinity
School’s PTA.

As last year, radio station Bright FM 106.4 is provid-
ing the musical background to the cascades of bangers
and rockets, which start at 7.30pm.

To allow for the expected crowds, the B2036 will be
closed by the police between 5.30pm to 9pm from the
entrance to Cuckfield Park, close to the roundabout at
the junction with the A272, through the village to the
mini roundabout opposite Lloyds Chemists at the High
Street/South Street junction.

Parking is available on site from the A272 end of the
village and gates open at 6pm with the fire being lit at
6.30pm.

Hot food and drinks will be on sale from several
stalls including the local scouts and Holy Trinity and
Warden Park parents-teachers’ organisations.

Costs are £5 for adults, £3 for children under 16 and
free for infants up to aged four. All profits from the
evening will go to Holy Trinity School.

Further information about the night can be found on
the website at www.cuckfieldbonfire.co.uk 

� NEWICK Bonfire Society holds its fireworks extrav-
aganza this Saturday. 

The parade starts at 7.15pm outside The Bull public
house and processes round the village culminating in
the bonfire and fireworks display on the village green at
9pm.

Newick has celebrated Guy Fawkes night for at least
150 years, a custom upheld since 1936 by the village’s
bonfire society. 

More details: page 72

Prepare to
light up

THE ONE RULE GAZEBO

PUPILS at Albourne School are
now having some of their lessons al-
fresco-style with the addition of a
£5,000 gazebo.

Staff, guests and members of the
PTA at Albourne School held a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony to mark its
official opening and were enter-
tained by pupils with descriptions

of games and lessons for which the
gazebo had been used.

The gazebo is already being used
for drama, story times, circle times
and games during lessons, as well as
during playtimes.

Hurstpierpoint Charity Shop do-
nated £3,000 towards the project,
the Poacher pub contributed £900

and the rest was raised by the PTA.
Comments from the children in-

clude ‘It is a great place to
think’ and ‘I like to go in the gazebo
to sit and chat with my friends.’

Headteacher Gail McNay said:
“There is just one rule when you are
in there – no climbing! Our year
One class pretended to put it out

when they were doing the Great
Fire of London. It also provides
shade in the summer.

She said: “We were very grateful
for the very kind donations which
helped us to buy this wonderful ad-
dition to our school grounds. We use
it every day, in lots of different
ways.”


